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RESCUE
THE “22”                                    
Shelters are always ready to jump in
and help at a moment’s notice, and
this was no exception. Tampa Bay
Veterinary Services called Executive
Director Scott Daly one evening to
ask for assistance. Someone had
abandoned three crates full of dogs
in a Walmart parking lot, and a good
samaritan had just dropped them off
at the emergency clinic. The clinic
staff was understandably surprised
when they opened the crates to find
twenty-two dogs huddled inside the
crates.
Everyone swung into action. The dogs
were transported to Pet Pal Animal
Shelter, where they received medical
evaluations and vaccines. Time was
taken to give each dog care and
attention. Most were malnourished,
and a few needed minor medical
procedures. All of them needed to
be spayed or neutered. Once their
medical needs were attended to, it
was time to let them settle in and get

used to the loving care of our staff and
volunteers. They quickly responded
to kindness, comfortable beds and a
nutritious diet.
No one knew the history of the
dogs, or what kind of environment
they came from, but Pet Pal was
determined to provide them with
bright futures and loving families. It
didn’t take long once the pooches
were ready for adoption. Staff and
volunteers celebrated as each one of
these sweet pups left the shelter and
started a new life.
This story stands out because of the
number of dogs involved and the
horrible circumstances. However,
every animal that comes into the
shelter is important. Each animal
is evaluated, cared for and loved.
Shelter staff and volunteers do their
best to rehabilitate each furry friend
and give them loving futures with
special families.
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F RI E N DS
PET FOOD WAREHOUSE

FRIE ND S
                                 

Pet Food Warehouse is a large,
locally owned, full service pet store.
Here you will find high-standard
foods, treats, toys, beds, and just
about anything else you can think
of to keep your pet happy. There is
even a DIY dog bathing center!

Owners Neil and Susie are great rescue
advocates, and firmly believe in “Adopt,
Don’t Shop”.

As you wander through the aisles of
this pet supply wonderland, you will
eventually come across a screen
door with a sign saying “Cat Friends
Welcome”. This room is the brain
child of owners Neil and Susie Kupfer.
Being animal lovers, they opened
Pet Food Warehouse eighteen years
ago in order to serve the large pet
population in St. Petersburg. Once
the store was opened, they realized
there was a need in the rescue
community.
To fulfill this need, Pandora’s
Palace was created. As you walk
into the room, you are surrounded
by climbing towers, cat toys and
scratching posts. As you survey
the space, you will start to notice
little whiskered noses and furry toes
peeking out to greet you. Neil and
Susie created this kitty playground to
help area rescue efforts. They named
the room after their first feline love,

Pandora. Pandora’s Palace houses
local cats in need of homes, and for
the past five years has served as the
satellite cat adoption room for Pet
Pal Animal Shelter. The store has
provided everything to create a happy
feline environment, including a water
fountain and enclosed litter boxes.
There is even a large window so the
cats can watch the world go by.
Through the generosity of Pet Food
Warehouse, Pet Pal has been able
to find homes for many cats. In 2016,
seventy-three cats were adopted
from Pandora’s Palace, and we are
hoping to exceed that number in
2017.

DAWGS DIG IT                                    
At Pet Pal, we strive to find true
“forever homes” for our animals.
In addition to careful adoption
screening, we try to provide ongoing
assistance to the families that adopt
our animals. When it comes to dogs,
a big part of this assistance is our
training class.
Unfortunately, new owners are
often unprepared for everything a
pet brings to the household. A dog
in the house means a new friend,
but it can also mean new obstacles
to overcome. Dogs not only play
and snuggle, they can bark, jump,
and chew on beloved objects.
Luckily, Dawgs Dig It is here to help!
Through weekly training courses,
Pat McCarthy and her assistants are
helping ease the transition of new
dogs into the homes of adopters. The
class teaches families to use positive
training to teach basic manners and
obedience commands to their new
pet. The skills they learn help the
dog become a happy, well-adjusted
member of the family.
In addition to giving her time to
teach adopting families, Pat spends
time at the shelter training dogs to
help them become more adoptable.
She teaches our dog walkers basic
handling skills and also works with
the dogs before they are adopted. It is
no suprise that dogs with good leash
manners and a basic knowledge of
obedience commands find homes
more quickly than those without!
Pat has always had a love for dogs,
but she began channeling that love
into training about eight years ago.
She began by becoming involved with
the SPCA Tampa Bay. She became
a Certified Dog Trainer (A.P.D.T.
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Member, C.L.A.S.S. Evaluator, AKC
CGC Evaluator/AKC Star Puppy)
and then began her own training
business, Dawgs Dig It. She has
continued volunteering at shelters,
and we are very grateful to have her
here at Pet Pal Animal Shelter.
Training classes at Pet Pal are offered
in six-week blocks. They are held
on Wednesday evenings, and you
can register by emailing training@
petpalanimalshelter.com. If you are
interested in other services offered by
Dawgs Dig It, such as consultations
or private sessions, you can reach
Pat at bark@dawgsdigit.com or 727743-1572.

“Dog training is critical to a long,
happy and safe relationship with
your canine friend. Unfortunately,
it’s not uncommon for dog owners
to become frustrated when trying
to train their dogs. Dog training is
most effective when both you and
your dog are enjoying yourselves
and having fun!
Here at Dawgs Dig It, we strongly
believe that positive dog training
is the best solution for the best
results. To keep things simple,
positive dog training rewards
dogs for good behavior instead of
punishing for bad behavior.
We offer basic obedience in home
or groups, behavior modifications,
puppy training and socialization,
separation/anxiety issues from
puppies to adult dogs, basic
training with chewing, barking,
jumping or leash walking, and
introductions with new dogs in
household and human education in
positive dog training techniques.”
~Pat McCarthy
owner Dawgs Dig It

H a p p y Ta i l s | F a l l / W i n t e r 2 0 1 7

6

7

OUT ON THE TOWN
EVENTS                                  

Have you been looking for a way to
get to know Pet Pal Animal Shelter?
Try coming out to one of our events!
Events are part of the lifeblood of Pet
Pal Animal Shelter. Not only do they
provide a lot of the funding needed
to fulfill our mission, they give us a
chance to get out and get to know
our community. Pet Pal hosts events
all year round, from big galas to
neighborhood Yappy Hours.

Puppy Love is the largest fundraiser of
the year, and it takes most of the year
to plan and implement! All of our hard
work culminates in an evening of food,
drink, entertainment and camaraderie!
Shelter staff, volunteers and
supporters come together to celebrate
the shelter’s accomplishments and
provide for future goals. Each year
brings a new theme. In the past,
Puppy Love has been to the beach,
downtown and the theater. It has been
“Uncorked” and “Mad as a Hatter”.
In 2018, Puppy Love will be “Staying
Alive” as we head to the disco! Stay
tuned for all of the exciting details.

Events not
only help us
to raise funds,
they are also
instrumental in
helping us
connect with and
contribute to our
community.
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If you can’t wait until next year,
there are plenty of opportunities to
come out and visit with shelter pups
and people. Party for the Paws has
become a favorite event. Last year’s
party featured a costume contest that
will be repeated this year as the event
moves back to Ferg’s. Each year this
dog-friendly party features activities
for both people and dogs, as well as
live music by Screamin’ Donkey.
Of course, there are many other
opportunities to hang out with Pet
Pal throughout the year. A visit to our
website or Facebook page will keep
you informed about all of our events.
Each month brings something new,
from Yappy Hour at Pinellas Ale Works

to “Pup Crawls” that trek through
downtown St. Petersburg or the Grand
Central District, and even entertaining
bingo nights. You might also have
the opportunity to see our executive
director in a dunk tank or behind the
bar as a guest bartender!
All of this is great for dog lovers,
but what if you prefer felines? Then
you definitely need to check out our
Purrfect Poses Yoga or Whiskers
and Wine. These events are held at
the shelter, and let our cats be in the
limelight.

Make no mistake, events are very
neccessary to the survival of our
shelter, but they are also a great way
to reach out and celebrate our great
community. So, check our website,
pick an event, and come out to meet
us and get to know us! You can find
out how to get involved in our efforts,
meet your next furry friend, or just
spend an evening visiting.

For details on upcoming events, visit
our Facebook page, or click on events
at www.petpalanimalshelter.com.
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FUN IN THE SUN

OUR MISSION
SECOND CHANCES

                                   

Pet Pal Animal Shelter’s mission states, “Our mission
is to rescue dogs and cats from shelters that may
otherwise be euthanized due to time limitations, illness,
injuries or lack of socialization and training.” This
mission is instrumental in saving the lives of hundreds
of animals each year. But the neccessity of this mission
was illustrated beautifully with two particular dogs in this
past year.

DOGGIE REUNION

                                   

her, and spread the word about this loving dog. In spite
of their efforts, Minnie remained at the shelter for two
years.
These dogs are the reason Pet Pal was founded. The
shelters that were housing them could no longer help
them, but no one wanted to see them euthanized.
Both of them needed a change in environment and
a safe place to call home until they could find their
forever families. In each instance, the shelters involved
recognized this and reached out to Pet Pal. Duke was
transferred to Pet Pal in July of 2016. He was adopted
in April of 2017. Minnie came to Pet Pal in April of 2017
and found her new home in August of 2017.
Minnie and Duke each took time to settle in at the
shelter. It took some time and a lot of people to spread
the word and find their new families. But that is what
Pet Pal does. Because of the support of the community
and our donors, we can take the time and expense to
care for these sweet souls when others can’t. We can
wait until their perfect forever family walks in the door.
Our mission is to rescue dogs and cats, and these
two are perfect examples of how we can succeed with
the cooperation of other shelters and the support of
volunteers and community.

Duke
photo courtesy of Sarah Wood Photography

Duke and Minnie are both Pit Bull mixes, and both
have very similar stories. Duke is the nine-year-old
“poster child” for Hernando County’s anti-tethering law.
Found tied up outside in his yard with no food or water
and suffering from a skin condition, Duke’s situation
outraged residents and spurred Hernando County
Commissioners to unanimously pass the law against
tethering. Despite his fame, Duke remained in the
shelter for over a year. Everyone felt compassion for
him, but there was no family for him to go home to...no
one willing to take a chance on this older, bedraggled
boy.
Minnie is a sweet six-year-old girl who was living her life
at Manatee County Animal Services. She was lively,
obedient and fun-loving, but for some reason she was
not being adopted. The staff fell in love with her, trained
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Minnie
photo courtesy of Sarah Wood Photography

Ask any of the shelter staff or volunteers, and they will tell you that adoptions
are the best part of the job. Once the adoption papers are signed, families
walk out of the shelter and start lives with their new best friend, but each
animal will always be a part of the Pet Pal family. This was the inspiration
behind the annual Pet Pal Doggie Reunion. Volunteer Debby Dailey delighted
in seeing each dog find its loving forever home, but she thought it would
be wonderful to keep in contact and see them again. Following up on this
inspiration, Executive Director Scott Daly held the first reunion ten years ago.
Each year since, Pet Pal alumni and their families have met at the Fort DeSoto
dog beach to celebrate their unique bond. It is a time to splash in the water,
play fetch, catch up with old friends and meet new ones. It is also a time to
remember Debby and everything she contributed to Pet Pal, especially her
amazing spirit and love for animals.
H a p p y Ta i l s | F a l l / W i n t e r 2 0 1 7

10

11

COMMUNITY
TNVR

Check our website for monthly specials!! www.petpalanimalclinic.com

AFFORDABLE VET CARE FOR THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY
VACCINE CLINIC HOURS
WALK-IN
Monday-Friday
8am-4pm
Saturday
8am-11pm

                                 

In 2014, Pinellas County instituted a pilot TNVR program to help control the feral cat population. Recently,
county commissioners voted unanimously to continue the program permanently countywide. Below you will
find answers to some common questions about TNVR.

FULL SERVICE HOURS
WALK-IN
Monday-Friday
8am-2pm
Saturday (wellness exams only)
8am-11am

What does TNVR stand for? TNVR stands for trap, neuter, vaccinate, release.
What is involved in the process? The process begins with trapping. Cats are then taken in for spay/neuter
surgery. They also are given a rabies vaccine and a FVRCP vaccine, which covers three types of viruses found
in cats. The tip of the left ear is removed, so cats that have gone through the process can be recognized.
Why is this program important to our community? It is estimated that there are up to 180,000 unowned
cats in Pinellas county. This program was established to deal with the many unwanted and unowned cats
that roam the county. The majority of these cats are considered feral as they are not friendly to humans and
live in colonies of like-minded cats.
Why not just feed and care for them? Many people feed these colonies because they feel sorry for them.
Although this is both kind and neccessary, it does not solve the problem. Without spaying and neutering,
the cats continue to reproduce and the colonies continue to grow.
How does TNVR help the problem? One pair of mating cats and their offspring can produce up to 400,000
kittens in a 7 year span. The result is a population that grows exponentially. TNVR attempts to disrupt the
reproductive cycle by spaying and neutering all members of a colony. Once the cats are returned to their
home area, the colony will decrease in size because they are no longer able to reproduce. The neutering of
the male cats also greatly reduces catastrophic injuries caused by fighting over females.
What is Pet Pal doing to help? By offering discounted spay
and neuter services to TNRV groups, Pet Pal is helping them
to affect may more colonies in the community. We are grateful
for the grant funding that allows us to provide these services.
What is the goal of Pet Pal and TNVR groups? Our goal is to
disrupt feral cat colonies in a humane way and decrease their
number without euthanization. Often, feral cats never have had
the chance for a loving home, but they are adjusted to outdoor
lives. We hope that by allowing them to live out those lives in
their familiar area without the continuation of their reproductive
cycle, the colonies will eventually dissolve.

Our compassionate staff and veterinarians strive to provide
the best possible care for your pet’s needs. Our affordable
pricing benefits not only your community, but also Pet Pal
Animal Shelter.
We provide full service care including vaccines, spay/neuter
services, well visits, microchipping, dentistry, blood panels,
and preventative care such as flea and heartworm prevention. 1900 34th Street South, St. Pete, FL 33711
727.328.7729
Call to find out about our TNVR services for feral cats.

Do you want to help the shelter, but can’t donate cash? Maybe cleaning out your closet is right up your alley?

SHOP - RECYCLE - DONATE
WE WILL PICK UP YOUR DONATIONS!
The mission of our thrift store is to subsidize the efforts of our shelter,
providing much needed funds for our sick and injured animals.
Donations made to the thrift store are tax deductible.
We accept clothes, accessories, shoes, jewelry, artwork and
collectibles, housewares, games and toys, books, kitchen items
and small appliances, DVDs and CDs, flatscreen televisions, linens
and draperies, luggage, lamps, small pieces of furniture, seasonal
decorations, sporting goods.
1500 34th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Hours of Operation:
Wednesday-Sunday 10am-5pm
Closed Monday and Tuesday
Schedule your pick up today!
Call (727) 327-9848 or email
thriftstore@petpalanimalshelter.com
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Our Mission

Pet Pal Animal Shelter’s mission is to rescue dogs
and cats from animal shelters where they may
otherwise be euthanized due to time limitations,
illness, injuries, or lack of socialization and training.
Pet Pal Animal Shelter is dedicated to helping
educate the public about the pet overpopulation
crisis, the importance of spaying/neutering,
and responsible pet ownership.

Our Philosophy

In order to be most effective in our mission,
Pet Pal Animal Shelter concentrates its attention
and resources on one segment of the population:
animals in shelters that are sick or injured and
may face euthanasia. These animals need a
second chance at life, and it is our mission to
provide that opportunity for as many of these
pets as possible.

I would like to donate to Pet Pal Animal Shelter.
Name
Address
Telephone
Donation amount: $

City, State, Zip
Email
Check Enclosed

Charge my card:

Card Number:
Name on card:

Visa

MC

Discover

Exp. date:
Signature:

Thank you for your support! Donations are tax-deductible under section 501(c)(3) of the IRS code.
Please make checks payable to Pet Pal Animal Shelter, 405 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 328-7738 www.petpalanimalshelter.com

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLLFREE, WITHIN THE STATE, 1-800-HELPFLA, OR VIA THE INTERNET AT WWW.FLORIDACONSUMERHELP.COM. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT,
APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. Charity registration number: CH15036. All donations benefit the shelter animals that are in the care of Pet Pal Animal Shelter.

